
Josee Specieuse 
Josee is married and a mother of 2 children.  She has an individual account which she 
opened when the teller point opened.  For her the main advantage is that it is nearby.  
Security is a concern, and its proximity is perfect.  She has less confidence in other 
microfinance banks as a number have closed during the past year.  UOMB has been very 
welcoming.  The promise of accessing loans there in the future is of interest to her.  
Before, she had limited capital.  Now, she is able to save, and she is able to go to the bank 
twice a day, thus keeping less cash with her at her stall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Claudine Uwimona 
Claudine is a member of a community bank, and has a stall at the 
Kimironka market.  She is married, and provides for her 5 children.  She is 
a ‘solid’ group member of a solidarity group called “Those who want to 
develop their personal lives”.  Her group consists of 6 members.  Claudine 
moved from a community bank to a solidarity group because she needed a 
higher credit limit.  The solidarity group members know each other well.  
An advantage of the solidarity group is that they have bi-weekly payments 
instead of weekly payments. 
The credit she has accessed and the increase in business have permitted 
her to purchase her own living accommodation.  She has more capital for 

business expansion, and daily life in the family is made easier.  Her children are all in school as a result of her steady 
income. 
Her counsel to others who want to join a community bank or solidarity group: 

1.  borrow only the amount you are able to repay 
2.     make sure you have a business activity which allows you to repay your loans  �


