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Sundo Maria is approximately 35 years old, illiterate mother of 3 children, living in Bhimapara Village in 
the Bastar hills of Chhattisgarh State, India.  Her husband Paklu and she farm about 2.5 acres, growing 
mostly rice and maize, and they supplement their income by working as farm labourers. 
 
Due to the lack of infrastructure in this area, such as irrigation, many of the rural tribal people such as 
the Maris tribe in this village have a difficult time accessing enough food, education or employment. 
 
The Indian government has made various provisions for poor people to access subsidized food and other 
social services but for various reasons these benefits often do not effectively reach to the poor, especially 
tribal people who have not been in the mainstream of society. 
 
World Relief Canada’s partner EFICOR was interested in doing an advocacy project so that poor people 
like Sundo & Paklu’s family would be able to access these entitlements. 
 

With support from World Relief Canada and the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, EFICOR was able to start the 3-year Right Right Right Right 
to Food Projectto Food Projectto Food Projectto Food Project that is empowering tribals in 50 villages in Chhattisgarh State, as well as 50 in Bihar State to take 
advantage of work and subsidized food opportunities. 
 
Their older son Tulsi is approximately 19-years old and illiterate, which shows how recently a school has been located 
near this village!  The daughter Phulo is 8-years old and studying in 3rd grade while the younger boy is only 4 and goes 
to a nursery school where he gets fed a noon-day meal every day.  This nursery school and the related health care 
centre are government provisions that EFICOR and their local partner agency SEBA have been able to lobby to have 
functioning in the village. 
 
The government instituted a rural employment scheme and with some initiative from EFICOR locals like the son Tulsi 
have been able to get employment there to supplement the family income.  SEBA has also been lobbying together with 
the locals for government provision in other subjects such as centres for distribution of subsidized food, schools, and 
electricity. 
 
Phulo attends school 1 km from home in grade 3, soon to be joined by her little brother.  She likes math, Hindi and the 
physical education classes, and hopes to complete grade 12 and perhaps be a teacher herself when she grows up. 
 
Sundo is proud that her daughter Phulo is going to school and says “I hope she will go on to be a doctor.  I’m glad this 
project is here because it helps us to better understand many things and grow.” 
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