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Mrs. Hung Xiao ZhouMrs. Hung Xiao ZhouMrs. Hung Xiao ZhouMrs. Hung Xiao Zhou and her husband live in the beautiful 
but very rugged mountainous village of Bai He of south-
west Hubei Province China. They are part of the minority 
group called Tuija, and make a living by doing some 
farming including growing tea which this area is known for; 
and her husband drives truck to deliver tea leaves to the 
processing plants. They live in the same extended 
household as his parents. The village although looking 
idyllic has had real problems with drinking water, both 
being poor quality and unsafe to drink without boiling, and 
especially in the dry season people have do drop a long 
ways down the mountainside to find a spring to fetch water 
from. World Relief Canada’s partner CEDAR worked here through 2008-2009 to do a water and sanitation project. In 
order to have local ownership and long term maintenance CEDAR worked with the communities to create local village 

Water Management Committees (WMC) in different parts of this 
township. Hung’s father-in-law Ji Gong Zhou (seen in picture above 
with Hung) encouraged her to be part of the local WMC.  
She smiled contemplatively and said, “I never thought we’d have tap 
water in our house! Altogether our family provided 30 days of voluntary 
labour building tanks, and laying pipe, as well as give Yuan 600 
(approximately $ 92) for our house hookup, but we were happy to do 
so. We also built an improved toilet in the house with some subsidy 
assistance from CEDAR.” 
Hung went on to say that in recent times among their Tuija community 
it has become a tradition for family members to give newlyweds a 
simple washing machine, but often they can’t be used for lack of piped 
water. She added “if you don’t have water a lot of things don’t work 
well, but now we have a nice flush toilet, a shower and a washing 
machine all hooked up.” 
In their hamlet there are 14 households and there were 10 health 
trainings on various subjects that were held for the cluster at the Zhou’s 
home because it is at a central location.  
Hung was rejoicing at their recent good fortune; “the local road got 
improved over a year ago, the price of our main cash crop tea has 
increased, and now CEDAR has helped us to have clean water right to 

the house. Thanks to CEDAR and World Relief Canada for the gift of water!” 


