1. Jesus the Master Teacher:  
Helping People to Learn the Truth

“For by [Christ Jesus] all things were created . . . all things were created by him and for him.”               



Col. 1:16
Jesus, (God’s Son) our Creator, made each of us with the ability to learn and change.  Because he created us, he knows very well how adults learn best.  During his days with us on earth, he was the greatest teacher who ever lived.  And, the way he taught showed us his wise and loving character.  

As we lead adult groups in conversations about HIV/AIDS, we can learn from Him.  We can learn how to help people understand what is real and true and to how to best encourage them to change the way they live.  As important as it is for us to learn from Jesus how to teach, it is even more important to learn from Jesus how to live.  As Jesus’ disciples, we need to ask him every day to help us become more like Him in the way we think and in the way we treat others. 

HOW DID JESUS HELP PEOPLE LEARN?

1.  Jesus cared deeply about people.  He loved them.  He wanted empower them with the truth.

“And when Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.  So, he began teaching them many things.” 

Mark 6:34

“(Jesus speaking) Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!” 

 

Luke 13:34

“…Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’"
John 8:31b-32

· People need to know that you care about them, that you are concerned they learn well and practice truth.  Everything Jesus did showed his love for people.  

“It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.”










John 13:1 

2.  Jesus respected people and listened to them.  He never made them feel small or stupid.  They felt safe enough to move toward Him, to talk to Him and to ask Him questions. How easily people came to talk with Jesus and how safe they felt when they were with Him
!

“Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea and across the Jordan.  Again crowds of people came to him, and as was his custom, he taught them.” 
Mark 10:1

“When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to we his feet with her tears.  Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them a poured perfume on them. . . Jesus said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

Luke 7:37, 38, 50.

· Learners need to feel safe with you as a teacher and facilitator.  They need to know that you will never judge or humiliate them. 

3.  Jesus used stories and illustrations built upon the everyday experience of his listeners.

“You are the salt of the earth.  But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?  It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

Matt. 5: 13-16

 “When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.’  Jesus answered him, ‘Simon, I have something to tell you.’  ‘Tell me, teacher,’ he said.  ‘Two men owed money to a certain moneylender.  One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both.  Now which of them will love him more?’”

Luke 7:39-41

· People learn well when a truth is set in a story or an illustration that is familiar to them.

4.  Jesus asked questions to pose problems or help people think more carefully about something.

“‘. . . he asked them, ‘Who do people say I am?’  They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’  ‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say I am?’  Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ.’”

Mark 8:27-29

“. . . the collectors of the two-drachma tax came to Peter and asked, ‘Doesn’t your teacher pay the temple tax?’  ‘Yes he does,’ he replied.  When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. ‘What do you think Simon?’ he asked. ‘From whom do the kings of the earth collect duty and taxes—from their own sons or from others?’  ‘From others,’ Peter answered.  ‘Then the sons are exempt,’ Jesus said to him.”

Matt. 17:24-26

· Questions help learners discover truths for themselves and to think critically about how to solve the problems that the facilitator poses.

5.   Jesus entered into conversations with people.  As he talked with them, He discovered areas where their thinking needed to change.  Then, he gently instructed them with the truth they needed to hear.

Jesus conversation with Nicodemus:  “‘How can a man be born when he is old?’  Nicodemus asked.  ‘Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!’  Jesus answered, ‘I tell you the truth, unless a man is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.’”






John 3:4-5

“So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar. . . Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. . . When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Will you give me a drink?’ . . . The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman.  How can you ask me for a drink?’ . . . Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.’  ‘Sir,’ the woman said, ‘you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep.  Where can you get this living water?’ . . . . Jesus answered, ‘Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.  Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.’”









John 4:4-14

· Talking about a truth gives both the teacher and the learner the opportunity to explore what they really think about a particular idea.  It gives the facilitator the chance to identify and correct any misinformation. Finally, it helps the learner remember the truth better.

6. Jesus responded to people’s questions and sought to discover what they felt deeply about or struggled to understand.

 “One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.  Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, ‘Of all the commandments, which is the most important?’  ‘The most important one,’ answered Jesus, ‘is this:  ‘Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  The second is this:  ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no commandment greater than these.’”

Mark 12:28-31

“As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth.  His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’  ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned,’ said Jesus, ‘but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. . . ‘”

John 9:1-3

· Adults best comprehend truth when it deals with pressing questions they have. 

7.  Jesus responded to immediate problems in people’s lives that affected them deeply.

“As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him.  Two blind men were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, ‘Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!’ . . . Jesus stopped and called them.  ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ he asked.  ‘Lord,’ they answered, ‘we want our sight.’  Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes.  Immediately they received their sight and followed him.”









Matt. 20:29, 31-34

“A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, ‘If you are willing, you can make me clean.’  Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man.  ‘I am willing,’ he said.  ‘Be clean!’  Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.”  










Mark 1:40-42

· Adults learn best when the teacher/facilitator addresses their immediate problems.
8.  Jesus praised and encouraged people when they were thinking clearly and attempting to do the right thing.

“Blessed are the eyes that see what you see.  For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”  

Luke 10: 23-24

“One of the teachers of the law came . . . When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’”









Mark 12:28, 34
· Learners need to be encouraged in even their smallest efforts to understand and change.

9.  Jesus was gentle with people when he corrected their wrong thinking or as He directed them to think in completely new ways. 

“Then the little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them.  But the disciples rebuked those who brought them.  Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.’  When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there.”

Matt. 19: 13-15

“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder . . . but I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. . . You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”
Matt. 5:21-22; 27-28

· Learners will not grow and change unless we confront them gently and graciously with the truth, pointing out ways in which they are deceived in their thinking.

10.  Jesus insisted that people change their behavior not just their thinking.

“. . . everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”

Matt. 7:24-27

“When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. . . So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere. . . When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done.”









Luke 9:1-2, 6, 10

· Adults usually want to exercise what they learn immediately.  In order to encourage behavior change related to practicing a truth in their life, we must help them do the following: 

· think about ways to practice that truth in their everyday lives,  

· actually practice the truth with the support of the facilitator and the group through role-play,
· take time to talk about what happened after they have tried to practice the truth.  

Jesus shows us that to help people learn, we must:

1.  DEMONSTRATE LOVE   -   People need to know that you care about them and that you are concerned that they learn well and practice truth.  All of the marks of an effective teacher and facilitator display this love.  
“It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.” 

John 13:1
2.   CREATE SAFETY   -   Learners need to feel safe with you as a facilitator.  They need to know that you will never judge or humiliate them.

“As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him.  ‘Good teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’”  


Mark 10:17

“All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips.  ‘Isn’t this Joseph’s son?’ they asked.”  

Luke 4:22

3.   USE STORIES AND WORD PICTURES   -   People learn well when a truth is set in a familiar story or an illustration.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.  When we found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.”









Matt. 13:45-46

4.   POSE QUESTIONS   -   Questions help learners discover truths for themselves and think critically about how to solve the problems that the teacher/facilitator poses. 
“But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the man with the shriveled hand, ‘Get up and stand in front of everyone.’ So he got up and stood there.  Then Jesus said to them, ‘I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?’”









Luke 6:8-9

5.   ENTER INTO DIALOGUE   -   Talking together about a truth gives both the teacher and the learner the opportunity to explore what they really think.  It gives the teacher/facilitator the chance to identify and correct any misinformation.  Finally, it helps reinforce the truth to the learner.

"5Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3Here a great number of disabled people used to lie–-the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. 5One who was there had been an invalid for thirty eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, ‘ Do you want to get well?’
7“‘Sir,” the invalid replied, ‘I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.’” 

8Then Jesus said to him, ‘Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.’ 9At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.” 

John 5:5-9
6.   RESPOND TO QUESTIONS   -   Adults learn best when the truth deals with pressing questions they have. 

“. . . two of them were going to a village called Emmaus. . . they were talking with each other about everything that had happened.  As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him.  He asked them ‘What are you discussing together as you walk along?’  They stood still, their faces downcast.  One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, ‘Are you the only one living in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that have happened there in these days?’

“‘What things?’ he asked.  ‘About Jesus of Nazareth,’ they replied. . .  And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in the Scriptures concerning himself.”

Luke 24:13-19

“The Jews were amazed and asked, ‘How did this man get such learning without having studied?’  Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own.  It comes from him who sent me. . .”

John 7:14-16
“To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’  They answered him, ‘We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been slaves of anyone.  How can you say that we shall be set free?’  Jesus replied, ‘I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.  Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.   So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. . .’”

John 8:31-36 

7.   ADDRESS FELT NEEDS   -   Adults learn best when the facilitator addresses their immediate problems.
“While he was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him and said, ‘My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.’ 19Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his disciples. 

“20Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. 21She said to herself, ‘If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.’ 

“22Jesus turned and saw her. ‘Take heart, daughter,’ he said, ‘your faith has healed you.’ And the woman was healed from that moment.” 

Matthew 9:18-22

8.   PROVIDE AFFIRMATION   -   Learners need to be encouraged in even their smallest efforts to understand and change. 
“When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, ‘I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.’”  

Luke 7:9

“‘Martha, Martha,’ the Lord answered, ‘you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed.  Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.’”  

Luke 10:41,42

“Peter said to him, ‘We have left all we had to follow you!’  ‘I tell you the truth,’ Jesus said to them, ‘no one who has left home or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God will fail to receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life.’”  

Luke 19:28,29

9.   OFFER CORRECTION   -   Learners will not grow and change unless we confront them gently and graciously with the truth, pointing out the ways in which they are deceived in their thinking.

“As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, ‘Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.’  He replied, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.’”

Luke 11:27, 28

10.   ENCOURAGE APPLICATION   -   Adults usually want to use what they learn immediately.  In order for them to begin to practice a truth in their life we must help them do the following: 

· think about how that truth can be practiced in their everyday lives,  

· encourage them to actually  practice the truth through a role-playing activity with the support of the facilitator and the group,
· take time to talk about what happened after they have tried to practice the truth.  

“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching hem to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I will be with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Matt. 28:18-20
�I think the standard we set in the main text was capitalizing His and Him when talking about Jesus and/or God.
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