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Intent:


To provide guidelines regarding Environmental issues.

Procedure:

1.0 Statement of the Problem:

Over the past few decades, it has become increasingly clear that some activities and projects undertaken in the name of development and economic progress have had significant negative impacts on the earth and its biosphere.  Problems of pollution caused by the by-products of industry, of practices which use up renewable resources such as destruction of the world’s forests, of squandering non-renewable resources such as fossil fuels, and of waste generated by the practices of a society in which everything is disposable, are becoming more and more apparent.

As the earth’s population increases, the dangers to the earth also increase.  The goal of sustainable development has the potential of creating environmental disasters, if those committed to development forget that all activities must be seen in terms of a long-term sustainability of our economies and ecologies.

The necessity of preserving, caring for, and enhancing the earth must be a clear component of any good development programming.

2.0 Theological Basis for an Environment Policy:

For Christians, the basis for an environmental policy is found in our understanding of the role of persons in relationship to nature.

The Bible clearly teaches that the earth (and for that matter, the entire universe) came into being through the creative acts of God (Genesis 1:1, Psalm 104).  Humans, male and female, were created and commissioned to rule over and care for the earth (Genesis 1:26-28).  The human race will be held accountable for how we have cared for the earth that God has entrusted to us (Genesis 2:15).

Humans are called to be stewards of the earth having dominion over all other species.  Controlling the ways of nature through science and human effort, when done in such a way that acknowledges the rules underlying nature’s systems, is a legitimate activity, which the Bible endorses. Sustainable development is an appropriate secular articulation of a Christian value, which includes preserving, and caring for human well-being in the context of a sustainable natural environment.

3.0  Goal for World Relief Canada:


World Relief Canada is involved in disaster relief, rehabilitation and development assistance projects. All projects will be assessed in light of their potential environmental impact (Projects criteria 1.3.9). All projects that WRC undertakes will be required to demonstrate that they will not have a negative impact on the local environment, and where possible we will encourage partners to engage in programs that will enhance the local environment. If projects are deemed to have a potential negative environmental impact, World Relief Canada will require a formal environmental assessment to ensure the project is in compliance with the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA), before the project can be approved.

4.0  Specific Objectives:

4.1 In-house capacity enhancement:

An important aspect of the implementation of an environmental policy is the collection and organization of resource material.  This includes technical material to be shared with our international partners, and material to support development education in Canada.

World Relief Canada will support activities which train and upgrade our International Department staff, with regard to environmental awareness. This will include attendance at relevant workshops provided by CIDA and non-governmental groups.

WRC’s publications will be produced in an environmentally sensitive manner (e.g  recycled/recyclable papers, minimize production quantities, etc.).  Office paper products will be recycled using the Blue Box program.  WRC Staff will use and clean dishes to minimise the use of disposable containers.

4.2 Impact on International Partners of environmental awareness:

World Relief Canada will integrate its environmental awareness into its relationships with our international partners.  When monitoring visits are made, the environment and its partner’s environmental policy will be essential topics to be discussed.  Environmental resources produced in Canada and identified by WRC’s staff to be useful to our programs will be shared with our partners.

All formal project evaluations will include a section pertaining to an environmental impact analysis.  This will ensure that World Relief Canada grows in its knowledge of environmental issues.

WRC has arranged and supported on-site participatory environmental assessment trainings for several of its partners.  World Relief Canada is committed to enhancing the capacity of our implementing partners to carry-out the environmental analysis required to achieve its environmental commitments.

4.3 Administrative measures to ensure attention to environmental issues:

World Relief Canada’s project proposal and reporting forms include specific questions regarding environmental impact and analysis.

World Relief Canada has developed the following documents and tools to assist the organization in the implementation of its environmental policy:

· Environmental Work Plan

· Position Paper on Environment

· Water Guide Checklist

4.4 Impact strategy for Canadian constituency:

World Relief Canada will continue to highlight environmental issues in its communications pieces.  “World Relief Today”, “PEP Talk” and other WRC materials will incorporate the issue of environmental stewardship on a regular basis.
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